Primary central nervous system lymphoma in immunocompetent adults: poor results mainly associated with high treatment related toxicities.
Treatment of primary central nervous system lymphoma (PCNSL) occurring in immunocompetent patients remains controversial but long-term survival has been reported in patients treated by chemotherapy regimens containing non-lipophilic drugs. We report 34 consecutive PCNSL patients treated at our institution by a chemotherapy regimen that combined drugs crossing and not crossing the blood-brain barrier. Early toxicity was high as 10 of 17 deaths that occurred within the first year of diagnosis were treatment related. Infections and thromboembolism were the main causes of toxicity. We concluded that the use of drugs of uncertain efficacy in these particularly fragile patients is questionable.